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NEW SCHOOL 

Starting a new school can be an exciting, scary, fun time for 
children. 

Here are some tips: 

Ask your class teacher ANYTHING even if it sounds silly. 

If you get lost or worried, go to the Office and say  

“I’m new. Can you help me?” 

Get to know at least ONE student in your grade on Day One. 

 

We are able to access services to support with 

Books or supplies 

Uniform 

Bullying 

Personal issues 

Homework 

School Refusal 

Or any other problems that may occur 

 

 

 

 

GREAT SCHOOL GREAT COMMUNITY GREAT FUTURE 
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SCHOOL VIS ION AND VALUES 

VISION  

To create an engaging learning community where all learners 
maximise their potential 

 

VALUES 

 

Respect 

1. We treat others the way we would like to be treated. 
2. We accept that we are all different. 
3. We use our manners. 

 

Responsibility 

1. We own our emotions and actions 
2. We are punctual 
3. We look after our buildings, grounds and belongings 

 

Resilience 

1.  We bounce back  
2.  We keep trying and don’t give up 
3.  We learn from our mistakes and have another go 
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A T  O U R  S C H O O L  Y O U  C A N  L O O K  F O R WA R D  
T O :  

School camps: Years 3—6 

Grade 6 and Prep Musical: Held in term 3 each year. Year 4/5 
Spectacular 

A great Performing Arts Centre:  called the LPAC 

Interschool Sport : Friday mornings in term 1 and 2 (Year 6) 

A wide variety of sporting programs:  Hoop time, athletics, Cross 
Country, Swimming, T20 Cricket 

Excursions/Incursions:  Held throughout the year 

Year 6 Graduation: Presentation ceremony, activities  

Special Celebration Days: Footy Day, Education Week, Book 
Week, Grandparent morning, Open days, Twilight Fair 

Junior School Council: representatives from Years 3 –6 are elected 
at the beginning of the year and meet regularly to discuss 
agenda items from the students 

The Farm: Goat, sheep, guinea pigs, chickens and lizards. Growing 
fresh vegetables. 

The Canteen: Is open every day—lunch orders are collected from 
the classroom. 

HOUSE SYSTEM:  

CONNELL IS GREEN 

CAVILL IS GOLD 

LILLEY IS BLUE 

HALLAM IS RED 
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FORWARD 

The education of primary school aged children involves a partnership 
between home and school which should be as enjoyable and rewarding for 
parents as for their children.  However parents often feel unsure of school 
procedures and teaching methods or confused about the terminology used 
by teachers.  Like all of society’s institutions, schools are changing, and when 
parents compare their own school experiences with those of their children, 
they may find considerable differences. 

 

This guide aims to answer many of the questions asked by parents about their 
children’s schooling.  While schools often provide information booklets to 
parents of children about to enter the school system, these booklets focus on 
the child of about five years of age and deal with only the most basic topics.  
In contrast, this guide covers a wide range of topics of importance and 
interest to parents of primary school aged children.  It is a valuable 
reference for parents of children about to start school and for those with 
children already at school. 

 

Parents can familiarise themselves with the guide’s contents, read closely 
those sections relevant to their current needs, and keep the guide on hand 
for easy reference throughout their children’s primary school years. 

 

The period of a child’s education is an exciting time for both parents and 
child.  By following the advice offered in this guide, parents will gain a 
greater understanding of schooling, enabling them to support and enhance 
their children’s education. 

 

If parents have any queries about the guides contents or school operations 
not covered by the guide they are requested to please contact the school. 

 

M. Moorhouse 

Acting Principal. 
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PARENT AND TEACHER 

 

“ I dreamed I stood in a studio and watched the sculptors there. 

The clay they used was a young child’s mind and they fashioned it with care. 

 

 

One was a teacher, the tools he used were books and magic and art. 

One was a parent with a guiding hand and a gentle, loving heart. 

Day after day the teacher toiled with touch that was deft and sure. 

While the parent labored by his side and polished and smoothed it o’er. 

 

 

And when at last their task was done, they were proud of what they had wrought,  

For the things they had molded into the child could not be sold or brought. 

 

 

And each agreed they would have failed if they had worked alone, 

For behind the parent stood the school and behind the teacher, the home.” 
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ABSENCES 

When your child has been absent from school it is a DET required that you notify the school. This needs to be 
done on the SENTRAL parent portal asap. You should also notify us if: 

 The absence is to be prolonged; 
 The absence is the result of an accident at school; 
 The child has an infectious disease; 
 Family holiday 

ACCIDENTS 

Accidents are likely to occur in any sphere of activity but especially where there are numerous active, 
enthusiastic, adventurous and inquisitive young people.  Accidents may occur even when care has been 
taken to provide appropriate playground equipment and supervision. 

The school response to an accident is detailed under ‘First Aid’. 

ADDRESS CHANGES 

For any student illness or injury the care and comfort of family is dependant upon the school having current 
contact telephone numbers and other emergency contacts. Advise the school promptly of changes of 
address, telephone numbers or employment. 

AFTER-SCHOOL CARE AND BEFORE-SCHOOL CARE 

Before and after school care is provided by Camp Australia within the school grounds. The telephone 
number for booking is: 1300 105 343. 

AIDES 

The school staff may include: Educational Support Staff, appointed to enhance learning by assisting 
teachers with the preparations of aids and by performing other non-teaching functions; Integration aides 
(Education Support Staff), appointed following a submission for support to provide for a child with disabilities, 
impairments or problems attending a regular school. 

Aides are not employed as teachers (even though some may be qualified teachers) and hence cannot be 
responsible for a child’s educational program, but may assist in its provision. 

ANAPHYLAXIS 

All students diagnosed by a medical practitioner at risk of anaphylaxis will have an individual management 
plan developed in consultation the student’s parents and endorsed by their medical professional. 

Individual management plans will be developed as soon as practicable after diagnosis and the school is 
notified. 

The individual management plan will contain the following: 

Diagnosis information from a medical practitioner – type of allergy or allergies. 

Strategies to minimize the risk of exposure to allergens while the student is in school and at out of school 
settings. (Camps and excursions) 

APPOINTMENTS 

Making an appointment avoids inconvenience to either parent or teacher. Please make a time before or 
after school 
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Teachers have both official and private commitments so telephoning for an appointment is advisable. 

ASSEMBLIES 

Assemblies are held each Monday morning at 9.00am.  These assemblies will be held at the outside stage 
area and parents are invited to come along.  Some assemblies will be held in the Langwarrin Performing 
Arts Centre at 9.00am. These assemblies usually include student performances, special guests and 
multimedia displays.  Parents are invited to come along.  Keep an eye out in the school newsletter, 
website or information board at the front of the school to know when the next assembly is being held. 

ASSESSMENT 

Assessment refers to the procedures teachers use to collect information about children’s work.  It is about 
monitoring children’s learning, their individual achievements and their strengths and weaknesses.  
Assessment is a process of obtaining information about what children have achieved and how they have 
gone about their learning. The purpose of assessment is to inform and encourage the learner and to assist 
the further development of their learning.  Assessment involves the teacher regularly making notes, 
collecting work samples and noting specific learning behaviours.  In addition, assessment outcomes allow 
the teacher to modify the teaching program, cater for individual differences, and provide feedback to 
children, parents and other teachers. 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL 

While the precise duties of the assistant-principal vary according to the school enrolment, generally the 
assistant principal: 
Is accountable to the principal for the supervision of school programs; 
Is expected to be conversant with the role of the principal; 
Forms part of the management team; 
Deputies for the principal; 
Has a major supervisory role. 

ATTENDANCE 

It is the parent’s responsibility to ensure the child attends punctually and regularly.  It is unlikely that a child 
unwell overnight or prior to school should attend school that day. Absence learning plans may be organised 
for students having more than 3 days off per term. 

AUDITORY PERCEPTION 

The very young child learns to identify everyday sounds and to discriminate between them.  For example: 

Identify a car horn, a bell, and a whistle; 

Tell which instrument made the sound; 

Hear similarities and differences between sounds. 

It is also necessary for the child starting school to be able to repeat numbers, follow directions and retell the 
basic events of a story – all in correct order.  This is auditory memory. 

Automatic responses:  To be acknowledged as having an automatic response to multiplication tables (2 to 
12 times) and number facts (18 – 0 =; 3 + 6 =) means that the child automatically responds with the correct 
answer without having to systematically recall/calculate the answer.  The child does need a basic 
knowledge of tables and number facts appropriate to the child’s mathematics curriculum to achieve 
mastery of the four processes of addition, subtraction, multiplication and division. 

BANKING 
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Tuesday is the weekly bank day for children.  Bankbooks are returned to the student’s classroom once the 
transactions have been processed – usually the same day. 

BEHAVIOUR MANAGEMENT 

Discipline is the term sometimes used.  The key factor in behaviour management is mutual respect 
between students, teachers and parents.  Being more capable of logical thought, parents and teachers 
must examine their own actions first if a child’s behaviour is less than acceptable.  Is the task appropriate in 
quantity and degree of difficulty?  Could the teacher/parent try it another way?  Is the teacher’s/parent’s 
approach to the particular child correct?  Have you talked to the child’s teacher/parent?  Both parents 
should attend a parent-teacher interview. 
Behaviour management is aided by: 

 Fostering self-discipline; 
 Accepting responsibility for one’s own actions; 
 Promoting the positive; 
 Developing student confidence; 
 Understanding school rules; 
 Providing appropriate tasks; 
 Implementing natural consequences for misbehaviour; 
 Developing respect for others. 

 
At Langwarrin Primary School we use a ‘Consequence Continuum’ and the ‘Stages Process’ across the 
entire school. 

BELLS 

Bells are used to indicate starting and finishing times.   

BICYCLES AND SCOOTERS 

The responsibility for the bicycle remains that of the owner at all times. 

A bicycle enclosure is provided for the storage of bicycles during the school day.  Students are expected 
to wear helmets. We prefer bike riders to be Year Four and up, who understand the road rules. If Year Three 
and under bicycle riders must be accompanied by a Parent. 

No roller blades, or skateboards please. 

BOOK LISTS 

Book lists for the ensuing year are provided.  The book list will provide a detailed list of requirements.  For 
the convenience of parents the school negotiates the purchase of supplies with a major supplier at the end 
of each year to keep costs at a minimum. 

BOOKS 

In our library and classrooms there is a wide range of written material.  These will include picture story 
books, wordless book, fiction and non-fiction books. Our take home books and materials help develop 
reading.  They are usually arranged in sequential order and children proceed through the material in the 
established order.  The reading schemes are balanced by the inclusion of a variety of other materials.   

BIG BOOKS 

These are large books designed so that the whole class (or group) can see the print as the teacher reads.  
Often there are identical small books which the children can then read individually. 

The purpose of the large books is that the class or group can share the reading experience while the 
teacher models appropriate reading behaviour.  At the same time the teacher also uses the large book to 
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refer to particular skills or features of reading for example, punctuation, particular letters/sounds, rhyming 
words and interesting words. 

BULLYING 

An ‘eye for an eye’ reaction to bullying is unlikely to achieve the desired cessation of the bullying.           
A discussion with the class teacher is the first step.         

CAMPS 

Camps form an important part of the school’s social and personal development program.  However 
participation in a school camp is a privilege, not a child’s right. Concern over the appropriateness of a child 
to attend a camp will be discussed with the parent. 

Camps will be in dormitory-style accommodation.  They may focus on socialisation, include educational 
tours and be from approximately two to three days duration. 

CANTEEN 

Our canteen provides a service to children and aims to provide nutritious food at a competitive cost.  The 
canteen is open at recess and lunchtimes five days per week. Pricelists are available from the front office 
and on the school web page. 

CAR PARKS 

The school car parks are for staff working at the school.  Please remember to obey parking regulations and 
to always use extreme care, especially when visibility is impaired due to inclement weather. Due to council 
restrictions we have limited parking for parents. The Drop-off/Pick-up Zone is the best way to and from 
school each day. 

CASUAL REPLACEMENT TEACHERS 

Short-term staff absences are filled by the school from qualified teachers who are not employed currently at 
a particular school or by the system’s authorities.  Casual replacement teachers must follow school 
guidelines, regulations and policies. 

CHANGES IN FAMILY LIFE THAT COULD IMPINGE ON A CHILD’S LEARNING 

The imminent birth of a sibling, the death of a grandparent, the separation of parents, alcoholism, physical 
and emotional violence, a parent having to be absent for an extended period, economic difficulties – all 
can impact on the child’s emotional and academic well-being.  Provided the teacher or principal is made 
aware of these changed circumstances sensitive adjustments can be made to support the child. 

CLOTHING 

Clothing should be appropriate to the child.  Can the child undo/do up the item?  Can the child put it 
on/take it off?  Is it suitable for the activity?  Thongs and other open toed shoes can be dangerous to wear 
at school and are therefore not permitted to be worn. Items with shoe string straps are not appropriate 
attire for school. 

COMMUNICATION 

Responsibility for communication is equally the parents’ to communicate to the school as it is the school’s to 
communicate with the parents. 
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Communication usually includes parent information evenings, parent-teacher interviews, children’s written 
reports, informal chats and regular newsletters, the school website, Twitter and Facebook.  Parents are 
encouraged to check the school website, twitter or the Facebook page daily for the latest updates and 
reminders. Two-way communication is essential. 

Parents are also provided with their child’s class teacher email address.  Each week class teachers will send 
an email including reminders about the following week’s event.  Parents are encouraged to check their 
email frequently. 

CSEF 

CSEF Camps Excursions and Activities Fund is a government initiative to enable more students to participate 
in school extra-curricular activities. Parents are eligible to apply for CSEF funding if they hold a current 
healthcare card. Applications must be made at the beginning of each school year. Application forms are 
available from the school office. At present the funding is $125 per child. This funding is restricted in use and 
may only applied to camps excursions and activities. Any unspent money is rolled over to the next school 
year.  

CROSSINGS – SCHOOL 

The staffed school crossing in Warrandyte Road usually operates from 8.00am to 9.00am and from 3.00pm to 
4.00pm on school days.  The local municipal council is responsible for establishing the crossing and for its 
operation.  Adherence to the crossing supervisor’s commands could be life saving. The small crossing on 
our side road is manned between 8.30am to 9.05am and from 3.35pm to 3.45pm on school days. 

CURRICULUM 

The term curriculum covers all the arrangements the school makes for students’ learning and development.  
It includes the content of programs, activities, teaching approaches and the ways in which teachers and 
classes are organised.  It also includes decisions on the need for and use of facilities.  School policies and 
goals are approved by School Council after consultation with the wider school community.  Programs are 
decided collaboratively by the teaching staff.  Teachers determine appropriate teaching approaches, 
strategies, learning activities and resources for their particular class.  This is usually achieved through Co-
operative planning with groups of teachers. 

A comprehensive curriculum is one which includes those areas of knowledge and experiences that are 
most relevant to the lives and needs of all students.  The curriculum needs to have breadth and depth and 
provide for continuity and coherence of studies.   Its aim is to develop progressively a broad range of 
knowledge, skills, understanding and interests. 

CURRICULUM DAYS 

The Department of Education and Early Childhood Development provides for a number of these days 
annually for professional development, staff planning and reporting to the school community.  Where 
appropriate, parents may be invited to participate.  No supervision of pupils on the school ground is 
provided by the school on pupil-free days 

DISASTER PLAN (DISPLAN) 

All schools are required to develop an effective Emergency Management Plan (sometimes called ‘Displan’) 
detailing procedures for coping with emergencies such as fire, gas leak, explosion, bomb or the taking of 
hostages.  Key planning areas are: 

 Prevention; 
 Preparedness; 
 Response; 
 Recovery. 
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An emergency is defined as any actual or imminent event which in any way endangers or threatens to 
endanger any person or threatens to damage property.  In the event of an emergency these rehearsed 
procedures are enacted promptly to ensure the safety of all people on the site, the alerting of appropriate 
support services (for example police, ambulance), and the protection of property. 

DISCIPLINE (STUDENT ENGAGEMENT & WELLBEING) 

Discipline is an aspect of student welfare.  The school Engagement & Wellbeing Policy provides a structure 
for the informal, co-operative resolution of behaviour problems.  Our school promotes self-discipline, 
acceptance of responsibility for one’s own actions, and respect for other people and their property.  
Discipline may be enforced by conferencing, additional work, detention and loss of privileges or suspension. 

EAL – ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE 

Students whose first language is not English often need help with their language learning.  ESL teachers are 
trained to help these students with speaking, listening, reading and writing skills in English.  ESL students may 
be students who are new arrivals to the Country or who have been learning English for a number of years.  
Learning a second language takes time and ESL students need continued support throughout their school 
years 

EARLY DISMISSALS 

Schools dismiss early on the last day of each term, usually 2.30pm except for Term 4 which is usually 1.30pm. 

EXCURSIONS 

School excursions should enhance children’s development and be related to the curriculum. The classroom 
program should include both a pre-excursion and post-excursion focus to ensure maximum benefit from the 
excursion.  The principal is responsible for all excursions.  Written parental consent is required. 

FARM 

As part of the curriculum at Langwarrin students are involved with practical hands on learning experiences 
with our farm animals and horticultural program.  This program links closely to subjects available for study at 
Elisabeth Murdoch College.  In the junior school children experience Farm animals and their role in our 
society. In the middle school children experience 

Composting and gardening; Environmental techniques conducive to farming; 

A ‘Farm to Table’ program. In the senior school children experience Marketing products  

FIRST AID 

 
When a child is mildly unwell or suffers a minor accident: 

 Appropriate first aid/care is administered;  
 The child may be placed in the sick room; 
 If the child should go home the parent will be notified. 
 If a serious accident occurs: 
 A staff member will remain with the child; 
 Appropriate assistance will be summoned; 
 The parents or emergency contact will be notified; 
 If contact is not achieved, medical treatment deemed necessary will be undertaken (including 

ambulance).  All such medical costs will be the parents’ responsibility. 
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FOUNDATION YEAR – (PREP) 

This refers to the first year of schooling and means preparation for more formal learning.  It should be 
regarded as the transition time between pre-school and the commencement of the school’s formal 
learning program.  Parents need realistic expectations about what should be taught and learnt during this 
time.  The program usually includes a good proportion of oral work, play and establishing routines. 

FRUIT STOP 

Fruit stop is usually held between Recess and Lunch. This is a short break to refuel bodies which aids 
concentration. Students eat non-processed fruit or chopped vegetables. 

GIFTED CHILDREN/CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL ABILITIES 

Children with special abilities have a capacity for outstanding achievement or accomplishments in one or 
more areas of worthwhile endeavor. These children need challenge and assistance if their capacities are to 
be extended and their potential realised. 

Teachers and parents should discuss the child’s special abilities to reach mutual understanding and to 
explore ways of extending the child through the classroom curriculum program. 

GOING STRAIGHT HOME AFTER SCHOOL 

The child must understand the dangers and worry that can be avoided by going home prior to any 
alternative activities being undertaken. 

GRAMMAR 

Grammar is the system of language; the ways in which parts of language are organised. The term 
‘grammar’ is used to cover all the rules of a language, not only sentence structure and word usage.  The 
formal study of grammar is not pursued in primary years of today, however teachers will refer to 
grammatical terms when appropriate. Grammar is taught using the child’s own writing as the basis for 
further instruction.  Sometimes teachers will conduct specific skills lessons for groups of children requiring 
additional attention or extension. 

HANDWRITING 

Handwriting is an important aspect of the learning process.  Attention in school will be given to: pencil grip, 
letter formation, spacing and fluency. 

Sometimes parents or teachers focus so much attention on handwriting that it greatly affects the student’s 
writing fluency, spelling or expression of ideas.  The goal is to keep handwriting in perspective whilst 
encouraging children to develop their writing skills. 

HATS 

Our school uniform includes a hat as protection from the sun. As we are a ‘Sun Smart’ school, during Term 1 
and Term 4 the wearing of hats is compulsory.  Designated hats are Floppy wide brimmed hats in the 
schools colours black or red, with or without the school logo. 

HEAD LICE 

Parents are legally responsible for notifying the school that their children have head lice. Head lice is an 
infestation, not an infectious disease.  Hairstyles such as ponytails discourage head lice infestation. The 
school provides free advice and School Council subsidised lotion. Treatment is necessary before the student 
returns to school. 
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HEALTH CURRICULUM 

Health education focuses on developing understanding skills and attitudes to personal and community well-
being.  Students are encouraged to make decisions about their health and to accept responsibility for 
these decisions. Units of work are undertaken at each level to encourage this development. 

HELPING AT HOME 

Parents and teachers form a unique partnership in the child’s development.  At home, parents can help 
by: 

 Showing a love of books 
 Reading to the child while he or she is sitting on your knee or going to bed 
 Ensuring some daily quality time with each child 
 Involving the child in appropriate decision making 
 Being a responsible parent 
 Providing parameters within which the child may operate 
 Encouraging the child to take responsibility for his or her learning and behaviour 
 Discussing news events. 

HELPING AT SCHOOL 

A parent helping at school displays that education is valued.  The child is encouraged by the parent: 

 Publishing children’s writing on computer 
 Attending working bees 
 Accompanying excursions when needed 
 Being involved in literacy and numeracy lessons 
 Assisting in fundraising 
 Participating in decision-making 
 Being involved in the PFA 
 Supporting the reading program 

HOMEWORK 

Homework can be a valuable aspect of the learning process.  Understanding and co-operation between 
home and school is essential.  Homework is: 

 Related to the class program; 
 Appropriate to the interests and abilities of children; 
 Meaningful and purposeful. 

Homework should not introduce new, unfamiliar activities, it should be an extension of school work. 
Homework should provide variety in content (subject), presentation and time commitment. 

ILLNESS AT SCHOOL 

Parents must ensure that the current contact details for parents and emergency contacts are recorded at 
the school.  Should the school deem it essential to summon an ambulance or a doctor it will be at the 
parent’s expense, whether contact has been made or not. 

IMMUNISATION 

By law your child must have an immunisation status certificate to enroll in Primary School Children starting 
school are exposed to a large number of people and to a range of potentially dangerous diseases. 

Immunisation is a proven and safe way to be protected against diseases that cause serious illness and 
sometimes death. Enrolling in primary school is a good time to check your child’s immunisations are up to 
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date. Parents can obtain a certificate from the Australian Childhood Immunisation Register by phone 1800 
653 809 or email acir@medicareaustralia.gov.au , www.medicareaustralia.gov.au/online or visit your local 
Medicare Office. 

INDEPENDENCE 

The development of independence is one of the main aims of education.  Only do for a child what the 
child cannot do for himself or herself.  Parental guidance is imperative. Encouragement for students to: 

 pack own bags 
 carry own bags 
 return notices 
 hand in absence notes 

INDIVIDUAL DIFFERENCES 

Children come to school from different background experiences and the basis for excellent teaching is 
accepting these differences and building on them, not trying to make everyone fir the same standard 
pattern.  Children differ in the way they learn and the rate at which they learn.  Awareness of the 
importance of differences and their relation to how children learn is the challenge facing teachers. 

INFECTIOUS DISEASES 

Regulations regarding exclusion requirements for infectious diseases must be adhered to.  An infectious 
disease table which includes information regarding the exclusion of children from school may be obtained 
from the school office. If you have not provided an immunization certificate on enrolment your child may 
be excluded from school by the health department should an infectious disease situation occur.  

INTEGRATED LEARNING 

Integrated learning involves experiencing learning situations and developing skills through a meaningful 
blend of curriculum areas.  In this respect, the language processes – listening, speaking, reading and 
writing – are integrated.  One way of making learning more effective in the classroom is by involving the 
children selecting some aspects of the curriculum.  The curriculum is then organised through shared 
planning between teachers and children around real ideas, relevant issues and problem-solving processes.  
Children have the opportunity to become more responsible for their own learning. 

INTEGRATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITY 

Children with disabilities or problems in schooling may be admitted to regular schools.  School support for 
this integration process depends upon: 

The child’s eligibility to attend a special setting (a pre-school or school catering for that disability); 

The availability of sufficient resources to match the child’s priority level. 

INTERPERSONAL LEARNING 

Co-operative skills are necessary to work effectively in a group, not only for learning in schools but also for 
success in the workplace and getting on with people in the home and community. 

Teachers structure co-operative activities where two or more children are working together towards the 
same goal.  Many teachers teach co-operative skills to children to promote cohesiveness and responsibility 
in the classroom. 

Co-operative skills may include: 

 Managing differences; 
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 Problem solving; 
 Working as a group; 
 Forming groups. 

The outcomes of co-operative learning may be described as follows: 

 Learning is enjoyable; 
 Leadership skills are developed; 
 Positive attitudes are promoted; 
 A sense of belonging is created; 
 Self-esteem is promoted; 
 Positive peer relationships are built; 
 Children are encouraged to take responsibility for their own learning. 

The role of the teacher is to demonstrate co-operative skills in action and to support children as they learn 
these skills in the context of daily class activities.  It is not assumed that all children have the skills to work 
well together.  The teacher may need to make these skills explicit and allow for plenty of practice. 

I.S.E.P – INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL EXCHANGE PROGRAM 

Langwarrin Primary School is one of nine Victorian schools involved in international exchange.  It promotes 
visits between Australia and Malaysia.  The partnership occurs over 12 months when schools visit each other 
for three weeks.  It is a unique program which promotes worldwide understanding and respect.   

LEARNING 

Learning is not a matter of passive acceptance but of active critical thinking and involvement.  It is not 
merely the act of acquiring and retaining information. 

Learning will be difficult if it is artificial and forced and if the information is broken into meaningless bits and 
pieces. 

There may be no one-to-one correspondence between teaching and learning.  The teacher motivates, 
creates the environment, monitors development, provides appropriate materials and invites learners to 
participate in learning opportunities.  The learner builds knowledge from the learning environment created 
by the Teacher.  The aim is to develop children to become responsible for and in control of their own 
learning.  Teachers and parents cannot make children learn.  A means of making learning more effective 
in the classroom is to encourage children to become involved in negotiating some aspects of the 
curriculum.  The teacher may guide the topic choice but the children may be involved in determining: 

What they want to find out; 

 How they will find the information or solutions to problems; 
 How their findings will be presented. 
 Students are also encouraged to undertake self-assessment of their contributions to learning 

activities. 

LEARNING DIFFICULTIES 

This term may be used to describe children whose achievement differs from their peers.  If parents believe 
their child is experiencing difficulties with learning, they should arrange to discuss the problem and details of 
support/assistance with school personnel.

LEARNING DISABILITY 

This term may be used to describe children who are experiencing a particular problem which significantly 
affects their learning.  In most instances the school will request the involvement of specialist personnel, for 
example a speech pathologist or educational psychologist, who are available to ‘asses’ the learner and 
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discuss the situation with parents.  Parents can request the involvement of these services through the school 
principal. 

LEARNING – HELPING YOUR CHILD 

Some advice: 

 Foster self-esteem and confidence in your child. 
 Realise that making mistakes is an essential part of learning. 
 Ensure that your expectations are realistic. 
 The amount of written work (for example worksheets) may not be an accurate indicator of your 

child’s competence, achievement or progress. 
 Refrain from comparisons with siblings and peers. 
 Compare achievements with the child’s own past performance. 
 Assist the child to make connections between home and school learning experiences. 
 Encourage the child to inquire, explore and question. 
 Assist the child towards developing learning independence by participating in planning organisation 

and completion of work. 
 Discuss everyday items – news, family events, school or community events – to enhance language 

and understandings. 
 Do not expect that the following will necessarily solve a learning problem: more homework, a tutor, 

drill/rote learning, repeating the grade, finding a label, remedial teaching. 

LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY 

Withdrawing a child from school prior to the normal dismissal should be limited to unavoidable occasions. 
Parents are requested to sign the Late Arrival/ Early Departure book at the school office and staff will have 
your child brought to meet you.  Older brothers and sisters collecting siblings before normal finishing times 
are required to bring a note from the parent.

LEXILE PROGRAM – LITERACY PRO 

This program is exclusive to the Year 5 & 6 area. It is a comprehensive reading program which develops 
varied comprehension skills. Students read texts and must complete a computerized assessment as 
evidence.  Each student maintains an individual record of books and words read. Students working to 
achieve awards throughout their unique endeavors. This program compliments the development structure 
of reading, writing and speaking and listening undertaken within the classroom literacy program. 

LIBRARY – SCHOOL 

The school library houses books, charts, posters and a range of audio-visual resources.  Children’s access to 
the school library will be time-tabled throughout the week as well as during lunch, recesses and before and 
after school.  The school aims to promote a love of books and the realisation that books are a source of 
information.  The key skills promoted in libraries are independence in library routines and the development 
of research skills. 

LITERACY 

This is the ability to be able to read independently and to write think critically about our world.  Literacy 
develops as children experience reading and writing for different purposes in different situations. 

BEFORE SCHOOL LITERACY 

Literacy begins at home with children doing what other family members do: responding to signs and labels, 
sharing books, scribbling notes.  Parents should encourage young children to read and acknowledge signs, 
labels and print in the everyday environment.  Children must have access to books and other print 
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materials and parents must read to children frequently and encourage them to write for real purposes, for 
example letters, notes and lists. 

LOST PROPERTY 

Parents would not believe the volume of unclaimed property accumulated at school, to be discarded or 
donated to charity.  Most of such articles are unlabeled.  Lost Property is held at the Farm. 

Three actions should be taken by parents: 
1. Label everything; 
2. Check the child’s clothing each evening; 
3. If something is missing, insist that the child search the next day. 

L.O.T.E. – LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH 

The teaching of a Language Other Than English is an important curriculum initiative at Langwarrin Primary 
School.  Participating is fun. Exploring cultures involves oral and written activities based around acquiring 
simple fluency in a language.   

LUNCH 

Lunch is under classroom supervision. Canteen lunches are available (see Canteen). Children should be 
encouraged to bring home uneaten lunch so future quantities can be adjusted. 

MATHEMATICS 

Students at Langwarrin Primary School engage in a wide variety of ‘hands on’ learning experiences to make 
connections and form generalisations about what they are learning. Activities are structured to cater for all 
students’ learning styles. Open-ended tasks provide inclusive, student based activities to support all learners 
at their point of need as they travel along their individual learning paths. Various group dynamics such as 
whole group, small groups, pairs or individual, offer a myriad of opportunities to build a bank of 
mathematical language and strategic thinking tools. Lessons are relevant to the students’ daily living and 
the ability to apply these skills give purpose and meaning to their learning. 

Listed below are the AusVELS Mathematics Achievement Standards for the Foundation Level (Prep) 

Number and Algebra 

Students connect number names and numerals with sets of up to 20 elements, estimate the size of these 
sets, and use counting strategies to solve problems that involve comparing, combining and separating 
these sets. They match individual objects with counting sequences up to and back from 20. Students order 
the first 10 elements of a set. 

Measurement and Geometry 

Students identify measurement attributes in practical situations and compare lengths, masses and 
capacities of familiar objects. They order events, explain their duration, and match days of the week to 
familiar events. Students identify simple shapes in their environment and sort shapes by their common and 
distinctive features. They use simple statements and gestures to describe location. 

Statistics and Probability 

Students sort familiar categorical data into sets and use these to answer yes/no questions and make simple 
true/false statements about the data. 
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MEETINGS – STAFF 

All schools have regular staff meeting for administration, planning, communication or professional 
development. Staff are unavailable for parent-teacher discussions during these times—traditionally Monday, 
Tuesday and Wednesday. 

MIXED ABILITY 

Mixed ability groups should be the normal basis upon which grades are formed. This approach 
acknowledges that learning is a development process in which children proceed in different styles and at 
different rates. 

MOBILE PHONES 

Langwarrin Primary School understands that many students have mobile phones for personal safety when 
walking to and from school. However, mobile phone are not permitted to be used during school times. 
Mobile phones are to be handed to the class teacher and will be locked up until collected by the student 
at the end of the school day. 

MULTI-AGE CLASSES  

Multi-age classes usually involve more than two year levels and are likely to be formed for philosophical 
reasons, whereas composite classes usually involved two year levels and may be formed for administrative 
reasons and for philosophical reasons.  Multi-age classes are sometimes called ‘family groups’ because the 
mix of children approximates a family.  Multi-age classes can be organised at our school and based on 
beliefs that: 

A ‘family’ mix of ages is conductive to learning; The older children support the younger 
children; 
The behaviour of the older children (especially in the later years of primary school) seems 
to improve; The older children tutor the younger children; 
Leadership potential is fostered in the older children; Groupings are more appropriate for every child. 

MULTICULTURALISM 

Multiculturalism is the recognition of the linguistic and cultural diversity within a cohesive society. 

NEWSLETTER – SCHOOL 

The newsletter is the most common form of communication by the school within the school community.  It is 
an important contribution to school life and parents are advised to access the newsletter on the schools 
website. 

PARENT INFORMATION EVENING 

Parent information evenings are usually scheduled as an introduction to the school year or prior to a special 
activity (eg. A camp).  They are a source of valuable information.  Attendance is recommended to meet 
the teachers and because no two years are identical. 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP 

Parent involvement can be seen as parents performing tasks that assist teachers to teach and children to 
learn.  Such tasks include supporting reading and writing sessions, photocopying, accompanying 
excursions and attending working bees.  Schools cannot function efficiently without such assistance.  
Children enjoy their parents being involved, it shows that parents value education. 
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PARENT PARTICIPATION 

Parent participation is the participation of parents in school management by being members of the School 
Council or the subcommittees.  Many parents feel the need for involvement before they have sufficient 
confidence to participate.  Parents have a perspective to impart and, in conjunction with staff, contribute 
to an improved learning environment. A Working With Children check is mandatory, it is free to all volunteers 
applications can be found on the internet http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/  and at an Australia 
Post Office.  

PARENTS HELPING AT SCHOOL 

The benefits of parents helping at the school include: 
 Parents being better informed; 
 Parents being well known to staff; 
 Parents being well known to other parents; 
 Your own children will be encouraged and aided by your involvement. 

 

PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS 

Parents are strongly advised to avail themselves of all opportunities for formal parent-teacher interviews and 
to prepare for them by developing a list of questions, comments or concerns.  Communication needs to be 
teacher-to-parent and also parent-to teacher. 

Interviews should be sought as soon as a need arises, rather than waiting until a written report is provided or 
an official interview is scheduled. 

PARENTS AND FRIENDS ASSOCIATION 

This is a small but active group that supports the school in a range of activities.  Please feel free to inquire 
about joining this active group of parents. 

PAYMENTS AND ONLINE PERMISSION SLIP 

All excursions, incursions, camps and events are listed term by term in the newsletter as they arise. The 
school office is responsible for the collection and follow up of payments and permission slips. Our preferred  
payment method is by the QKR app (downloaded from your phone’s app store)  

PERCEPTUAL MOTOR PROGRAM – P.M.P 

All conscious and controlled movement depends on one’s ability to interpret sensory information.  
‘Perceptual’ refers to the person ‘perceiving’ messages from any of the senses.  ‘Motor’ refers to the 
movement made in response to this perception.  The PMP program creates an environment that will 
demand total mental concentration as well as physical activity.  The student is challenged to think and 
then respond with purposeful movements, all achieved in a fun atmosphere. 

PERFORMING ARTS 

Music is a means of expression and communication.  The music curriculum provides opportunities for 
children to perform (sing or play), listen and compose. 

PHONE CALLS TO TEACHERS 

Staff are available to receive telephone calls but not when supervising children.  Either phone at an 
appropriate time or leave a message.  Telephone messages to be relayed to children can be 
inconvenient, although if you are unavoidably delayed in picking up your child a telephone call is 



21 | P a g e  
 

warranted. Messages using email can be sent to the school email account 
langwarrin.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au and are opened once daily. 

PHONICS (SOUND – LETTER KNOWLEDGE) 

Phonics is a teaching term referring to sound-letter relationships.  Letters in isolation do not have sounds, but 
they can represent sounds in the context of a word.  To inform children that a letter has only one sound is 
incorrect; the sound associated with a particular letter is dependent upon the word in which it occurs, for 
example the letter ‘a’ - cat, father, cape. 

Phonic knowledge is important in reading because it assists the reader to predict using initial letters (sounds) 
as a word recognition strategy.   

However, parents should not encourage children to ‘sound-out’ all words as the major strategy to identify 
words. Over emphasising phonics may encourage readers to focus too much on identifying words and too 
little on getting meaning from their reading. 

Phonic knowledge is best learned through actual reading and writing for real purposes and at the point of 
need.  Activities that isolate letters and sounds from whole texts are meaningless tasks and may make 
learning difficult for some children. 

Teaching numerous phonic patterns or rules may result in some children being labeled early as reading 
failures or slow readers, since children find it harder to learn phonics than to learn to read.  Children should 
be taught letter names prior to the introduction of phonics so that they have a consistent label for each 
letter. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Annual class photos are taken at our school with some optional individual photos as well.  The class photos 
are worthwhile and inexpensive.  Children are to wear school uniform for these photographs. The date for 
school photos is advised via the school newsletter. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION (PE) 

Physical education aims to promote an active, healthy lifestyle.  A well-balanced physical education 
curriculum includes orienteering athletics, swimming, water safety and competence, major sports such as 
those that contribute to ball-handling skills, gymnastics and dance (including folk dancing). 

PLAY EQUIPMENT 

Factors effecting playground design include the geographic location of the school; environment (number 
and age groups); finances; the physical, emotional, and social needs of the pupils; and the need for 
appropriate supervision.  Grass areas, areas suitable for wet weather use, challenging playground 
equipment, safety, quiet areas for passive recreation, sporting surfaces (eg. netball, cricket), shade trees, 
seating – all are to be considered when designing a playground. 

PLANNING FOR CURRICULUM IMPLEMENTATION 

Curriculum planners for each Curriculum Dimension Standard incorporating VELS and grade level occurs 
each term.  Different units of work are taken and developed into term PLANNERS published in a 
comprehensive document which outlines learning achievements and the expected learning outcomes.  
These are published documents for the school and parental perusal. 

POETRY 

In writing poetry, children arrange thoughts, ideas and feeling using their language and their experiences.  
Poetry encourages, indeed emphasises, the importance of correct word choice. 
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POLICIES – SCHOOL/SYSTEM 

All schools are required to establish their vision, goals and policies, all within national, state and systematic 
policies and guidelines.  Various approaches are used for involving the school community in policy 
formation.  The School Council is responsible for the adoption of school policies.  Our school policies are 
available at the office on request. 

PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Primary school includes Prep to Year Six.  Primary education is concerned with the total development of 
children – intellectual, social, physical, emotional and creative – and the recognition that children differ in 
their capabilities and competencies.  In order to meet their needs, schools must have the capacity to 
respond to individual differences within the context of total child development.  The learning environment 
emphasises active exploration and interaction, discovery and communication 

PRINCIPAL 

The principal is the key leader and manager in the school.  In every education system the role of the 
principal is broadening.  As more responsibilities are devolved to schools, the principal will have an 
enhanced role in managing the educational, administrative and financial operations of the school.  The 
principal’s duties include: 
Implementing DEECD policies; 
Implementing school policies; 
Providing advice and support to the school council; 
Assessing student needs; 
Evaluating school policies and programs; 
Leading, counseling and supervising staff; 
Facilitating professional development of the school community; 
Establishing administrative structures and procedures; 
Facilitating a safe, secure environment; 
Encouraging community involvement; 
Liaising with other agencies. 

PRE-SCHOOL TO SCHOOL TRANSITION 

Our school conducts tours of the school, information evenings, open days, and provides literature detailing 
school programs.  To ease the child’s and family’s transition from pre-school/kindergarten, school staff visit 
the child in the pre-school setting.  Children visit the school on regular mornings to “experience” school life. 

Parents should refer also to Transition – secondary school’s as the information detailed there applies equally 
to the choice of primary school. 

PROBLEM-SOLVING 

Problem-solving is applying learned concepts in unfamiliar situations.  Problem-solving in mathematics 
tends to incorporate real-life situations (A girl has nine lollies and eats two.  How many are left?). However in 
other curriculum areas the problem may be more abstract, though still real-life (Wild cats are killing the 
native birds in the sanctuary.  How could we overcome this problem?).  Problem-solving makes learning 
more meaningful and therefore is a highly recommended approach. 

PROJECTS 

Projects may be prepared jointly by the teacher and the children.  Ideally, projects should be 
accompanied by a general outline of the work (or unit) being studied and how the project relates to it. 
Parents can assist by helping their children to:  Clarify the task; Prepare a timeline; Select relevant material; 
Develop plans to organise the information and material; Advise with final presentation. 
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PUNCTUALITY 

Punctuality must be encouraged in children because: 
Being on time displays good manners; 
Being late interrupts the class; 
It disrupts others learning; 
It may embarrass the child to be late; 
The child may miss something vital if late. 
Classrooms open at 8.50am for a 9.00am start 
Children who are late must obtain a late pass from the school office. 
It is not appropriate for a parent to disrupt a class’s learning to explain lateness —the late pass given by the 
student to the teacher to read is the expected course of action. (less disruptive). 

QKR 

QKR by Mastercard app is Langwarrin Primary School’s preferred method of payment for all transactions 
associated with the school. It is also a valuable communication tool with regards to lost notices. We strongly 
encourage parents and guardians to download the app from their phone’s app store. Our office staff can 
assist with setting the app up if necessary. 

READING 

Reading is a process of obtaining meaning from print.  Reading is learned by reading, by actively trying to 
make meaning from written language.  Reading does not begin with or depend on knowing the alphabet 
or letter sounds.  Children learn to read by reading and by being read to rather than completing a number 
of activities or worksheets which may bear little or no relationship to reading. 

There is no one method, set of books or program that guarantees success.  Teachers use a variety of 
approaches and a suitable range of books to provide children with experiences and opportunities to 
develop and practice their reading skills. 

READING AT HOME 

These are the books children select to take home to practice their reading or to invite parents to read to 
them.  Sometimes teachers may guide children in their selection of books.  At other times children will 
choose their own reading material, thus encouraging them to develop the skills of selection.  

Parents should not feel concerned if their child brings home books which may seem to be too easy or too 
difficult, or have been read before.  Remember, these books have been selected for a variety of reasons.  
Book selection is a skill that needs to be developed, so experimentation is important.  

HEARING CHILDREN READ – ORAL READING 

Reading aloud, although sometimes necessary, is a difficult task.  Children should be encouraged to 
rehearse silently before being expected to read orally.  Children should feel supported during oral reading 
and parents should be ready to assist, not reprimand.  Oral reading should be a productive, enjoyable 
experience.  It is not just a technical skill; it can be used for discussion which leads to greater understanding 
about what has been read.  Over-emphasis on oral reading may result in a restricted reading style and a 
slow reading rate.  It can discourage children from reading and gaining enjoyment through reading. 

HELPING YOUR CHILD WITH READING 

Read to the child as he or she follows the print; 
Allow rehearsal time before oral reading; 
Discuss the story or content, not the reading behaviour; 
Provide a wide variety of reading material; 
Encourage the child to read both fiction and non-fiction material; 
Allow for re-reading favourite books; 
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Encourage the reader to predict unknown words. 

COMPREHENSION 

Comprehension is the process of constructing meaning during reading.  Comprehension activities should 
encourage children to think about, discuss and react to what they read.  It should not be a series of 
questions to which there are limited answers. 

READING BEFORE SCHOOL ENTRY 

Learning to read begins at home without formal teaching.  A child’s reading ability can depend upon the 
quality and variety of language experiences enjoyed at home.  Parents are advised not to ‘teach’ 
reading; rather, to provide enjoyable natural reading experiences and encourage the child to participate. 

RE-READING (READ IT AGAIN) 

Young children frequently request parents and teachers to re-read favourite books.  This is a positive aspect 
of learning to read and should be encouraged. 

SILENT READING 

Regular silent reading is an important skill for learner readers.  It provides an opportunity for children to 
practice their reading skills without ‘fear of failure’.  Children should be encouraged to read the book (or 
passage) silently before being expected to read aloud. 

SIGHT WORDS 

This refers to the words children recognise automatically without needing to analyse the word or use the 
context to identify an unknown word. 

In order to learn about the structure of words, it is also important that children learn word attack/decoding 
skills.  However, this knowledge is very complex and will be learned over time.   

Children should not have to learn numerous rules and lists of words in isolation.  Word attack skills should be 
learnt through actual reading and writing.  Parents can assist by talking about the structure of words 
through natural, everyday situations. 

RECESS - 11.00AM TO 11.30AM 

Children love having some play lunch – a healthy snack to eat during morning recess.  Don’t over-cater for 
the very young child. 

REFERRALS TO EXTERNAL AGENCIES 

If teachers require special information about a student’s learning a referral may be recommended to an 
outside-the-school service, for example educational psychologist, speech pathologist, special education.  
Prior to this the teacher should discuss the situation with the parents and obtain their permission. 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 

Reporting is not just a single written report.  It is a process of feedback about the learner over time.  
Parents are entitled to regular feedback about their children’s work and teachers provide this feedback 
both informally and formally through a variety of ways throughout the year.  Teachers are reporting to 
parents every time a discussion or interview takes place about child’s work.  The report format is a summary 
of the child’s work and progress over a given period of time and emphasis should not be placed on this in 
isolation from other information. 
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It is important that parents know the school’s educational objectives and the requirements of class 
programs to understand how the child is progressing.  This information should be discussed at parent-
teacher meetings. 

Reporting should provide: 

 Evidence of what the child has learnt; 
 Information about what curriculum has been covered; 
 Opportunities for communication between children, teachers and parents; 
 A record of the child as a learner; 
 A description of a range of achievements; 
 Advice about improving weaknesses. 

REVERSALS (LETTERS AND WORDS) 

Sometimes teachers and parents become concerned when young children reverse or confuse letters, (for 
example ‘b’ and ‘d’ and words saw/was) in both reading and writing.  The differentiation between the two 
letters is minimal. 

It is nonsensical to say that reversals are caused by ‘seeing backwards’.  Seeing backwards is a logical and 
physical impossibility.  A child who sees a letter backwards would have to see everything else backwards 
at the same time. 

Children who confuse similar letters and words should not be given exercises and drills to differentiate, but 
should be supported and taught during reading and writing activities.  Children usually discontinue 
reversals around seven to eight years of age. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 

All schools have a governing body, perhaps called a school council, school board or school trustees.  All 
must function within the systemic guidelines.  Australian school councils focus on school policy, school goals 
(short and long term), financial management, site maintenance and canteen, with a limited involvement in 
personnel.  As the trend towards self-managing schools gains momentum the responsibility of school 
councils will increase.  The implementation of policy and the day-to-day administration of the school will 
continue to be the staff’s responsibility. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL SUBCOMMITTEES 

The devolution of authority/responsibilities to schools has resulted in an increased workload for school 
governing bodies. Only by the efficient use of a subcommittee system can a school fulfil its charter.   

An effective subcommittee: 

 Has representative membership; 
 Has clearly defined goals, procedures and roles; 
 Researches projects on behalf of school council; 
 Prepares options for school council decisions. 

SCHOOL UNIFORM 

The wearing of our school colours, red and black, is compulsory.   
School uniforms are available from  
 
Beleza Uniform Shop 
129 -133 Beach Street, Frankston - Phone 9783 1088  
Belelza Uniform Shop  
8/13 Eramosa Road, West Somerville - Phone 5977 5277 
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School clothing should be functional, easy to remove and put on, sensible and appealing to children.  
Every item of the school clothing should be labeled with the child’s name. 
If your child is not wearing the correct school uniform please ensure a note is sent with your child to explain 
why. 

SCIENCE 

Science aims to teach children how to explore and understand their world.  Through practical situations, 
children hypothesis and test these hypotheses.  The school science curriculum will arise from local interests, 
resources and needs.  More important that the subject matter is providing opportunities for children to 
guess, speculate, theorise, reason, explore, experiment, identify, prioritise, analyse, observe, solve problems, 
explain, interpret, build on previous knowledge and understandings, reflect, succeed and report.  A 
science curriculum focuses on matter, energy and life, and is interwoven with technology. 

Langwarrin Primary School has a trained science teacher 1 day a week.  On this day we also have access 
to a fully functional science laboratory located in Elisabeth Murdoch College.  Students in Years 3 – 6 will 
experience 1 term of science each year. 

SIBLINGS 

Siblings are brothers and/or sisters, even if they have only one parent in common.  Siblings are not placed 
in the same class unless this is requested by parents.  Parents may wish to discuss with the school the merits 
of placing siblings in the same class or separating them into different classes. 

SPECIAL DAYS 

All schools have special days, for example: Grand final parade, cultural days and science days that aim to 
add interest and enjoyment to school life and to oral and written expression.  

SPECIALISTS 

This term is used to describe teachers who teach a particular curriculum area (for example Visual Arts, PE, 
Performing Arts, Indonesian, and ICT) to a variety of classes.  Each school must decide annually how best to 
deploy staff.  Key factors will be enrolment, staffing entitlement, accommodation and school philosophy. 

SPELLING 

Spelling is still important, however the teaching approaches have changed.  Spelling is taught as an 
aspect of the writing process.  It involves the interrelation of a number of strategies and knowledge of the 
spelling system.  The acquisition of spelling ability is a developmental process and achieved through many 
experiences with print.  Spelling is not an isolated subject, it should be taught in all areas of the curriculum.  
Parents are advised to consult the school regarding teaching approaches and support the school in its 
current endeavours rather than focus on past information. 

STAFF DETERMINE TEACHING METHODS 

School Councils determine school policy and are usually involved in curriculum development.   

However the teaching methods to implement the policies and curriculum are the province of the principal 
and staff. 

STRANGERS 

Children need to be aware of strangers and associated potential risks.  Walking to and from school with 
friends is sound precaution. 
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STRATEGIC PLAN 

The School Strategic Plan is a co-operatively developed document (Parents and Teachers) that outlines the 
school’s direction over the period of 3 years.  It comprehensively details our school’s Curriculum, Welfare 
and Environmental goals.  This school recognises the extreme importance of literacy and numeracy, what 
and how children learn, and the development of the total child.   

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS 

Conscientious parents can: 
Help the child to feel good about himself or herself; 
Help the child to feel good about learning; 
Try to praise rather than criticise; 
Read to the child from the earliest age; 
When choosing presents for the child, select well illustrated books on a range of topics, 
both fiction and non-fiction. 

SUN SCREEN 

It is advisable for children to wear sunscreen. Our school prefers natural tone sun screen to white and 
multicolored sun screens which may stain clothes, books, etc 

TOILET TRAINING 

Prior to beginning school the child must be properly toilet trained. Appropriate behaviour in going to the 
toilet and respecting others is a part of this training. 

TOYS AND OTHER TREASURES – TAKEN TO SCHOOL 

Children like to take toys or gifts to school to show their friends and their teacher, and they benefit from 
doing so.  However, the risk of the theft or damage is high and there is no school or DEECD liability. 

VALUABLES 

Valuables (anything highly esteemed) should be brought to school only with considerable caution and an 
awareness, shared by both parents and the child, of the risk.  The school or DEECD do not accept any 
liability for personal property.  

VELS (VICTORIAN ESSENTIAL LEARNING STANDARDS) 

Curriculum must also be inclusive, that is, each school should provide a curriculum that is appropriate for all 
of its students.  In planning and organising the curriculum, care needs to be taken to ensure that it caters 
for both sexes, all socioeconomic and cultural groups represented in the school, students with disabilities 
and those with special abilities. 

Integrating the curriculum means combining the curriculum areas so that learning is meaningful, relevant 
and purposeful to the child.  It promotes an in-depth study involving all curriculum areas and involves 
children in co-operative learning experiences. 

VISITING FRIENDS 

Visiting friends is an essential element of social development.  What the child must understand is that it is 
inappropriate to visit a friend spontaneously after school without parental knowledge and approval. 
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VISUAL ARTS 

The key component of the school visual art curriculum includes two-dimensional (drawing, painting) and 
three dimensional (construction, threads and textiles) activities.  Our school features an art/craft room and 
an art/craft teacher, all classes participate weekly.  Additional art/craft activities are included in the class 
room program. 

WET DAYS 

Special arrangements are made by the principal to supervise children when the weather prevents them 
from playing outside.  There is no provision for the closure of school during days of heavy rain or extreme 
heat. 

WORKING BEES 

Occasionally working bees are conducted by our school once each term.  Working bees promote school 
life, foster a feeling of ownership, enhance teacher-parent-pupil relationships, show that projects are valued 
and save the school from diverting scarce resources into having the projects undertaken commercially. 

YARD SUPERVISION 

Children are supervised during each recess and during the fifteen minutes immediately before and after the 
day’s school. Children are supervised from 8.45 am until 3.45 pm   

 


